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Swan Harbor Farm
401 Oakington Road
Havre de Grace, MD 21078

The main house at Swan Harbor Farm overlooks the
Chesapeake Bay. It is shown on the Hauducoeur Map of
1795 as the home of J. Adlum. The house consists of
many units including frame stucco and brick. Its brick
unit is of English bond and represents one of the only
two Fnglish bond brick structures known to exist in the
County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main house at Swan Harbor Farm overlooks the Chesapeake Bay and faces
east. The house represents many different ages. 4ll sections have an asphalt
covered roof. )

A small, one and one half story section located west of the largest area of
the house, is considered to be one of this house's older units. Some alterations
in this white stucco section have occured-mainly the addition to its west wall of
another room and a shed (both of frame). Foundations in this section are rubble
stone but it is not known of what materials the walls are constructed. Attic
ceilings and walls are plastered. Two gable front dormers are on both the north
and south side of the roof. These each have two three light casement windows.
yindows in this section are six lights over six. A large, very tall chimney is
located in the center of this unit's roof. It originally serviced back-to-back
fireplaces in this section. The '"cooking" fire place has been walled up. The
remaining fireplace has a moulded wood mantle and is flanked by built in book
cases. A closet in the same room has HL hinges. Chair rails and wall cornices
are also present in that room.

The next unit, moving east, is a two story, English bond brick section, three
bays long. This has an outside corbeled brick chimney. The brick walls are white
washed and have flat arches above windows. Windows have obviously been changed and
are now two over two. These have paneled shutters. Inside, this section consists
of one room on each level. A highly ornate firevlace is present on the north wall
of the first floor room. Moulded trim includes foliated scrolls, wheat ear drops,
and oval bead and reel. The upstairs fireplace is plain in comparison. Wall cor-
nices are in the second floor room.

The third unit is also two stories high and the roof is flush with that of the
second unit. This section is stucco-probably over masonry. A corbeled brick chim-
ney is located on the south outside gable end. Another corbeled brick chimney is
present at what is thought to be the opposite end of this unit. Both are stuccoed.
Windows are six lights over six on the two southern bays, two lights over two on
the northern bays. Modern louvered shutters are at these windows. No arches are
visible. Doors through out this house have been altered or replaced. Most are
dutch doors with the top part having four lights. A two tier, brick beased, glas-
sed in porch covers the three northern bays.

The interior of this section is divided into two rooms on the first floor.
The closed string stair is located in the south east corner of the north room.
The winding stairway has a square newel, turned balusters, and pine treads.
A fireplace is located on the north wall. The fireplace is brick lined and faced
with marble. The north wall has two tiers of moulded paneling and a closet on
the east side of the fireplace. This room has pegged, random plank, pine floors,
chair rails, and wall cornices with dentiles.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Swan Harbor Farm is shown on the Hauducoeur Map of 1795 as J. Adlum's
place. It shows a large rectangular house and two out ouildingse The 1798
Tax Assessment lists John Adlum as owning 360 acres in Spesutia Lower Hundred.
The main house included on this list was a two story part brick and part wood
house measuring 61 by 20 feet. These measurements comes very close to those
of the present house-60'5" by 20'5". The present house appears to be English
bond brick on the north but the rest of the house certainly doesn't seem to be
wood. It is thought, instead, to be either stone or brick under stucco. It is
anybody's guess what happened here. One suggestion might be that the frame sec-
tion burned and was replaced by a masonry section sometime after the 1814 tax

assessment.

Information given in the 1798 Federal Tax List and on the Hauducoeur Map
seems to indicate that the small, one and one half story structure added to
west was not present at that time.

The house represents one of Harford County's tidewater plantations and
is one of only two English Bond Brick structures known to exist in the County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Swan Harbor Farm is bounded by the Chesapeake Bay on the east,

on the south by Bel Vue Farm.
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The south room of this section also has pegged, random vlank, pine floors. The
room also has beaded cornices. A fireplace in the center of the south wall Is framed
by the fluted colonettes with Ionic capitals, and beaded architrave, frieze and mantle.
South of this section are two new kitchen additions, a patio and a dining roonm.
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Arthur C. Levering and Nancy B., wife
John W. Kenney
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Herman Stump, Jr. trustee
Joseph and Sarah B. Henriques
"Wilton Farm", Joseph Henriques, et al sold
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